
 
Dear Families,      November 21 - 23, 2016 
 
 Thank you for coming to conferences!! It was a pleasure to discuss your child 
with you, and to solidify working together towards personal and academic 
development.  If you have anything further to talk about, please feel free to contact 
me.  One item of interest that came during a few discussions was how 
we handle spelling errors during writing here at school.  At this point, 
we prefer to let the students practice writing fluently, not stopping to 
ask or check how words are spelled, but instead to sound them out.  
Then, after writing, children re-read their work and circle words they 
are not sure are spelled correctly.  As they do this, they often find 
mistakes and are able to fix them independently.  Lastly, only the 
circled words are corrected by the adult or with dictionary use. This 
method can be used at home as well. 

This week is a short week, so we will not have any spelling or Scholastic News. 
Instead, read for 20 minutes or more every night at home! We’ll enjoy a big book 
about the Wampanoag and Pilgrims during this short week as we reflect on what we 

are most “thankful” for this Thanksgiving Break. We will also finish up 
our Expert Books and enjoy sharing them with each other using the 
Author’s Chair. 

Math continues with estimation (rounding) and addition 
strategies. We’ll guide children as they use estimation to solve 
problems for which an exact answer is not necessary and discuss and 

identify situations for those where an exact answer is necessary. We’ll practice 
estimation strategies with calculating the cost of items and continue to 
practice ballpark estimates as a way to check if our addition is correct, or 
even “in the ballpark.” 

Minnesota winter weather is now establishing itself.  We go outside 
each day, unless extreme cold temperatures hit.  Young students will need 
snowpants (for warmth when there is no snow), a winter coat, a hat, 
mittens/gloves, and waterproof boots.  The winter boots will not be 
allowed in the classrooms.  They drip mud, salt and water over the rugs 
that we spend a lot of time sitting on, so please also plan on sending (or leaving) a 
pair of shoes at school for daily wear. 

  
General Information: 

• Specialists: PE, S, M 
• Wednesdays Walk to School 
• 11/24 & 25 No School Thanksgiving Break 
• 11/30 Scholastic Book Orders Due GZR7Z 
• 12/1 Public Library 
• 12/2 Reading Celebration 2:00 
• 12/22 – 1/2/17 No School Winter Break 

 
Spelling Words: none 
Vocabulary Words: none 
 
Best, Ms. Lee  mao.lee@spps.org 


